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ABSTRACT 
At various fora, papers have been delivered on Internet access and usage among college students. 
Many scholars have carried out research on Internet usage among young people especially those 
within the teenage age, relating such result to several factors including well-being, self-esteem 
and the likes. However, the focus of this research work was to carry out an evaluation of Internet 
usage among senior secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State. The work was 
meant to determine if the students appreciate the Internet as an educational tool, how often they 
make use of the Internet, the purpose to which they put the Internet if they ever used it and 
finally, how affordable is it for them to access the Internet. In accomplishing the set objective, 
the researcher then employed the survey method to gather data from the students. 18 sets of 
structured questions were arranged in a questionnaire and shared in 3 schools under 3 randomly 
selected local governments within the state. The total number of copies of questionnaire shared 
was 150, out of which 149 (99.33%) was retrieved. The returned copies of questionnaire were 
therefore analyzed using simple mathematical approach and the result displayed in tables and in 
pie charts with frequency of response and corresponding percentages. The findings show that 
Internet access is low among senior secondary school students. From the result, about 39% of the 
respondents cannot even operate a computer let alone knowing anything about the Internet.  With 
these findings, the researcher therefore recommended that government should increase effort in 
making computer and Internet facilities available for students in public schools for them to be 
able to take advantage of Internet technology in their learning.  
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Introduction 
Origin of the Internet 
In the 1950s, the U.S. Department of Defense started researching ways to create a decentralized 
communications system that would allow researchers and government officials to communicate 
with one another in the aftermath of a nuclear attack. A computer network seemed to be the most 
logical way to accomplish this, so the military formed the Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(ARPA) to study ways to connect networks. At the time, there was no reliable way to combine 
local area networks (LANs), which connected computers in a single location, and wide area 
networks (WANs), which connected computers across wide geographic areas. ARPA sought to 
create a combination of LANs and WANs that would be called “internetwork”; ARPA engineers 
later shortened the term to internet (Comer, in Grant & Meadows, 2002:166). 
In the year 1968 at the height of the Cold War, most of the Pentagon’s (United States) 
confidential information was already stored on computers. These computers were housed at 
strategic locations throughout the US. An idea is mounted to have these computers connected by 
some means so that even in the event of what was thought by many at that time as an eminent 
nuclear attack, the information from all the remaining functioning computers could still be 
obtained from any one of the other. (http://www.allsands.com) 
By 1969, ARPA had successfully interconnected four computers in Stanford University, 
University of California Los Angeles, University of California Santa Barbara and the University 
of Utah; these four computers are the earliest predecessors of the Internet, creating what came to 
be called Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET). Interest in ARPANET 
from academic, government agencies, and research organizations fueled rapid growth of the 
network during the 1970s. By 1975, there were about 100 computers connected to ARPANET, 
and the number grew to 1,000 by 1984 (Clemente, in Grant & Meadows, 2002:166). In 1983, 
ARPANET became formally known as the Internet, and the number of computers connected to it 
continued to grow at a phenomenal rate (Grant & Meadows, 2002:166). 
 
In ARPANET, the burden of information transfer and communication was put solely on the 
computers that made it up. This meant that each computer was responsible in packaging the 
information as well as making sure it reached its intended destination. The wires that made the 
network connection only served as conduit and nothing more. To facilitate communication 
between computers, a computer protocol (set of rules by which computers communicate) was 
established. This protocol was eventually called the Transfer Control Protocol and Internet 
Protocol or TCP/IP for short. To this day, TCP/IP is the most widely used protocol on the 
Internet (and in many private networks or Intranets as well). (http://www.allsands.com) 
 
The years after 1969 per www.allsands.com saw many computers linking up to ARPANET and 
adding to its information database. As the Cold War subsided, many more educational, private 
and commercial networks joined in as mentioned above. The years between 1971 and 1993 were 
a period of intense innovation in which almost all the tools of the Internet, which we take for 
granted today, were invented. Among them were the electronic mail (e-mail, 1971), File Transfer 
Protocol (FTP, used for file downloads, 1973), User Network (USENET, premier discussion 
channel 1979), the famous Internet Relay Chat (IRC, 1988) and finally the World Wide Web 
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(WWW, 1991). All these inventions served to add functionality to the Internet and were directly 
responsible for its growing acceptance among users.  
 
But the Internet remained in the realms of scientific and educational usage. Something was 
missing; something that would make it instantaneously acceptable even to the novice computer 
user. That much awaited something was provided by Mosaic, the first World Wide Web browser 
in 1993. Computer software, Mosaic revolutionized the way information was stored, presented 
and searched on the Internet. The effects were astounding. In the six years since the release of 
Mosaic, an additional 72 million host were connected to the Internet, a 103-fold increase from 
the year before the release of Mosaic (Internet Software Consortium).  
 
Mosaic and its later successors such as Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer were directly 
responsible in the blossoming forth of the Internet. But things did not stop there. The year 1995 
saw the first search engine created and more innovations in the following years like the Internet 
Phone, Video Conferencing, JavaScript, Multimedia enhancements and Web Television; blurring 
the distinction between the Television and computer. At present the Internet is not only a premier 
source of knowledge and information, but is increasingly becoming a major player in the field of 
entertainment as well. (http://www.allsands.com) 
        
Mirabito and Morgenstern (2001:189) believed the Internet is still an evolving network. New 
information pools become available as additional computers are linked to it. Internet contributors 
include government agencies, profit and non-profit organizations, educational institutions, and 
individuals. One can read government documents, send and receive e-mail, browse through the 
library of congress, join discussion groups, and visit personalized information sites. Internet-
based operations have also virtually eliminated geographical and time-based constraints. One can 
retrieve information from around the world, 24 hours a day. 
World Internet Usage and Population Statistics 
According to Internet World Stats (June 30, 2008), the world’s population is estimated to be 
6,676,120,288 (six billion, six hundred and seventy-six million, one hundred and twenty 
thousand, two hundred and eighty eighty).  
The report also revealed that as at December 31, 2000, Internet users in the world are put at 
360,985,492 (three hundred and sixty million, nine hundred and eighty five thousand, four 
hundred and ninety two) while the latest data for June 30, 2008 puts the number of Internet users 
across the world at 1,463,632,361 (one billion, four hundred and sixty three million, six hundred 
and thirty two thousand, three hundred and sixty one) out of which Africa Internet users account 
for 51,065,630 (fifty one million and sixty five thousand, six hundred and thirty).  
From the report, the continent of Africa has the least (7th position) Internet penetration rate in the 
world standing at 5.3% with Asia’s 15.3% being the 6th in the world. North America has the 
highest Internet penetration rate with 73.6% while Oceania/Australia is at the second position 
with 59.5% penetration rate.  
However, despite having the lowest penetration rate, Africa still has more Internet users compare 
to Middle East and Oceania/Australia as reported on the website. The website recorded that as at 
June 30, 2008, Internet users in the Middle East are estimated to be 41,939,200 (forty-one 
million, nine hundred and thirty nine thousand, two hundred) while in the Oceania/Australia, the 
number is 20,204,331 (twenty million, two hundred and four thousand, three hundred and thirty 
5 
 
one) compared to that of Africa that is estimated to be 51,065,630 (fifty one million, sixty five 
thousand, six hundred and thirty).  
It continued that between 2000 - 2008 Internet usage growth in Africa is put at 1,031.2% second 
only to that of the Middle-East which is 1,176.8%. In the percentage of Internet usage in the 
world, Africa is pitched at 3.5%, Asia 39.5%, Europe 26.3%, Middle East 2.9%, North America 
17.0%, Latin America/Caribbean 9.5% and Oceania/Australia 1.4%. 
African countries have advanced very much recently in Internet usage, but still exhibit low 
penetration rates. Statistics show for the second quarter 2008, a world penetration rate of 21.9%. 
However, Internet penetration in Africa was 5.3%, a fourth of the world’s average. Meanwhile, 
in a table illustrating Africa’s top 10 Internet countries, Nigeria sits atop other Africa countries. 
As at June 30, 2008, an estimated 10million people use the Internet in Nigeria followed closely 
by Egypt with 8.6million users, Morocco with estimated 7.3million, South Africa with 
5.1million, Algeria with 3.5million, Kenya with 3.0 million, 2.0million Ugandans, 1.8million 
Tunisians, 1.5million Sudanese and 1.4million Zimbabweans. (www.internetworldstats.com) 
The growth of the Internet in Nigeria can be linked with the growth in the telecommunication 
sector of the Nigeria economy. According to a report tagged Trends in Telecommunications 
Market in Nigeria (NCC, 2005); which was a report of the trend in the telecommunication sector 
in Nigeria between 1999 and 2004, Internet users in Nigeria increased from less than half a 
million in 2002 to about 1.6million in 2003 to 1.8 million in 2004, representing increase in 
penetration rates from 0.3 in 2002 to 1.3 in 2003 to 1.4 in 2004. 
This research work is therefore meant to examine and evaluate the use of Internet among senior 
secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State. Considering the growth in the level 
of Internet awareness among young people in Nigeria, can it be said that students in senior 
secondary schools in public schools in Lagos state are using the Internet to enhance their 
academic work?  
 
Statement of the Research Problem 
Students in the elementary schools, secondary and tertiary institutions can benefit from the 
wealth of information available on the Internet. The Internet can be used for example in 
searching for relevant materials related to one’s academic works, and in acquiring any 
information relevant for knowledge acquisition.  In this light, this research work will be 
determining the usage of the Internet among senior secondary school students in public schools 
in Lagos State with emphasis on the percentage of the students that are familiar with the Internet 
and what they use the Internet for.  
Part of what the work intends to find out is the question of affordability. However, apart from 
affordability, it is in the researcher’s view as well that even if the students (senior secondary 
school students in public schools in Lagos state) are aware of the Internet as a medium of 
information and can afford the money to visit a cyber café, it is possible the medium (Internet) is 
not used for productive endeavor. This work will therefore shed light on the above and some 
other questions that might arise as the work progresses. 
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Research Questions 
1. How well do secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State understand the 
Internet as an educational tool? 
2. How often do secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State make use of the 
Internet? 
3. For what purpose do secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State make use 
of the Internet? 
4. How affordable is the Internet service to the senior secondary school students in public 
schools in Lagos State? 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this research work is to make clear, the main activity being carried out on the 
Internet by the senior secondary school students in public schools in Lagos state in order for 
concerned authorities; parents, government and other policy makers to initiate measures that 
would be employed in correcting any anomaly that may be noticed through the work. 
Significance of the Study  
This study will be so relevant in that it will allow appropriate authorities, access to data relating 
to Internet usage among senior secondary school students in public schools in Lagos state and 
also enhance the formulation of appropriate policy with regard to Internet usage among senior 
secondary school students and young people at large. This imply that the work will stand to 
inform parents, educational authorities in the state, educational authorities in the other states of 
the federation and researchers who would need information relating to this in the future. 
Scope of the Study 
The scope of this work will cover the entire Senior Secondary School Students in Public Schools 
in Lagos State. 
Limitation of the study 
However, considering the resources that will be required in carrying out this research in the 20 
federal-government approved local government areas in Lagos state, the survey for the research 
will therefore be limited to three selected local government areas within the state. Data will be 
collected from just a school in each local government area. 
Public schools are chosen in this work because a few privately owned secondary schools in the 
state have Internet connection which the students can easily access when the need arises. It is 
also in the researcher’s view (subject to more research), that students who are being sent to these 
schools (private) are more likely to have parent who are averagely okay in terms of income and 
so might be able to afford Internet connectivity at home.  
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Literature Review 
Introduction 
The Internet can trace its roots to the late 1960s. It started as a U.S. government project, the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET). Designed, in part, to experiment 
with and to demonstrate decentralized computer networking, ARPANET eventually evolved into 
the Internet structure (Howard, in Mirabito & Morgenstern, 2001: 189). The Internet has its 
comprehensive impact on all aspects of one’s life nowadays worldwide (Annenberg School of 
University of Southern California, 2000). In brief, the Internet can be described as a global data 
high-way. You can travel on this electronic road to exchange information with sites scattered 
across the globe (Mirabito & Morgenstern, 2001:189) 
 
The Internet also remains a decentralized entity. It can be viewed as a collection of independent 
computer systems that no one individual or organization owns. It is almost like the Wild West; 
an information frontier without boundaries that is primarily governed by technical standards 
(Ibid). The Internet is an umbrella concept. There are other constituents of the Internet like 
electronic mail (e-mail), World Wide Web and several other features that make the functionality 
of the Internet possible. The constituent elements of the Internet as mentioned above have unique 
functions they perform; the functions as well as brief history of some of them are discussed in 
the subsequent paragraphs under conceptual framework. 
 
Conceptual Framework 
Electronic Mail (e-mail) 
Historically, it took the telephone 40 years to reach 10 million customers, and fax machines 20 
years. Personal computers made it into that many American homes 5 years after they were 
introduced. E-mail, which appeared in 1981, became popular far more quickly, reaching 10 
million users in little more than a year (Specter, in Williams & Sawyer, 2003: 3). No technology 
has ever become so universal so fast. Not surprisingly, then, one of the first things new computer 
users learn is how to send and receive e-mail- “electronic mail,” messages transmitted over a 
computer network, most often the Internet (Williams & Sawyer, 2003: 4) 
 
It should be noted that the connection between two or more computers in a building or within an 
organization may not be regarded as an Internet connection. This is because the resources being 
shared is still within the confinement of the computers in the network as there are no any other 
computers allowed access into such networks. Such networks are sometimes referred to as Intra-
network. To make sure that the computers in the Intra-network have access to other computers 
outside the Intra-network, there is need for Internet connection to be done. The Internet 
connection will then enable the computers in the Intra-network to communicate with other 
computers outside the Intra-network hence, Internet. This service is provided by organizations 
referred to as Internet service providers. 
 
The World Wide Web 
The World Wide Web is referred to as the multimedia part of the Internet. Apart from e-mail, the 
Internet was made popular by the development of the World Wide Web – an interconnected 
system of computers all over the world that store information in multimedia form. The word 
multimedia, from “multiple media,” refers to technology that presents information in more than 
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one medium, such as text, still images, moving images, and sound. In other words, the Web 
provides information in more than one way (Williams & Sawyer, 2003: 5). The Web is a product 
of the Swiss-based CERN (European Council for Nuclear Research) research center. The name is 
derived from the acronym for the French Consell Européen Pour la Recherche Nucléaire. It was 
pioneered by Tim Berners-Lee to help facilitate the exchange of information, and by the mid-
1990s, its popularity had soared (Mirabito & Morgenstern, 2001:190). 
 
Students in different levels of secondary education can benefit from the wealth of information 
available on the Internet. The Internet can be used in several school related tasks from searching 
for solutions to assignments, to looking up personal information that would enhance one’s 
knowledge. In a work focusing just on college freshmen by Morgan and Cotton (2003), it was 
shown that students spend an average of 3.9 hours per week using email and 16.3 hours per week 
using chat room and instant messaging. Furthermore, students were found to use the Internet an 
average of 11.9 hours per week for non-communication purposes. 
As said previously, the main objective of this work therefore is to evaluate the patterns of 
Internet usage among senior secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State and to 
establish if for example, there are some elements that hinder the use of the Internet among the 
students. It is also important to note that the age under consideration (14years – 19years) is the 
time where inquisitiveness is on the high side. It is a period that all young people would want to 
find an answer to the “why” question. Several young people under this age would therefore 
naturally experiment with more things, in this case, the Internet, in order to quench the thirst to 
know.    
 
Empirical Review 
Youths and Internet Usage 
College students are often early adopters of new media (Henke, 1985; Vincent & Basil, 1997). 
Almost 100% of the US college class of 2001 was connected to the Internet (Miller, 2001). 
Primary uses of the Internet by college students include social communication, entertainment, 
easily keeping in touch with their friends, and communicating with friends and family; 42% of 
college student Internet users socialized online (Pew, 2002). Internet usage has taken several 
dimensions among various age groups and genders. From adults to the aged, and from teenagers 
to children, different characteristics have been observed. In the past decade, it was expected that 
gender predicts usage; that boys spend more time online, surfing the web and playing violent 
games, while girls chat or shop online. Part of the assumption was that Internet use causes social 
isolation and depression, especially for teen. It was also said that adolescents use the Internet for 
anonymous identity experimentation (Gross, 2004). 
 
However, in her paper titled: Adolescent Internet use: what we expect, what teens report, Gross 
(2004) found out that for the most part, adolescent boys’ and girls’ online activities have become 
more similar than different. On average, boys and girls alike described their online social 
interaction as: 
(1) Occurring in private settings such as e-mail and instant messages 
(2) With friends who are also part of their daily, offline lives, and  
(3) Devoted to fairly ordinary yet intimate topics (for example, friends, gossip).  
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Baym, Zhang and Lin’s (2004) study of US college students’ communication diaries found that 
the Internet was clearly integrated into college student’s lives, and used as much as the 
telephone. Social interactions on the Internet were mostly through email (73%), but also chat 
(20%) and Instant Message (7%). Still, most interactions were face-to-face (64%), followed by 
phone calls (18%) and internet (16%). Most respondents (64%) socialized through all three 
media, and 24% through face-to-face and phone only. The survey portion of their study showed 
that 91% of Internet interactions were conducted through email, and 29% through Instant 
Message (multiple choices were allowed). Of the average of 37 people each respondent 
communicated within local and distant social circles, 27 were through the Internet alone. For 
local contacts, face-to-face was the most frequently reported (73%), followed by phone (49%), 
the Internet (35%), and postal mail (6%). For distant contacts, the order was phone (50%), 
Internet (49%), face-to-face (42%), and postal mail (14%). 
 
While most contact with others tends to be face-to-face, the availability and capability of the 
Internet allows individuals to maintain strong tie relationships without having to worry about 
physical proximity. While newly formed relationships online have been found to be weak in 
nature (Hampton and Wellman, 2001), these relationships may not be as important to students. 
Relating Internet usage to well-being, Reis, Sheldon, Gable, Roscoe, and Ryan, sited by Cotton 
and Bowman, (2004) said that, it is the closeness students feel towards individuals in their 
communities/networks that are associated with increased well-being. They also reported that a 
higher level of daily well-being has been reported in young adults who felt close and connected 
to others. 
  
Hampton and Wellman (2001) discovered that when they examined recently relocated wired 
versus non-wired individuals (Internet users versus nonusers), they found that 68% of Internet 
users reported their social contact with others either increased or stayed the same as compared to 
only 45% of non-users. Non-wired users, on average, reported a drop in their social contact since 
moving to their new neighborhood. When examining if having access to the Internet increases 
contact with distant members of one’s social network, individuals with Internet access reported 
greater contact with individuals that live 500 kilometers or more from them (Hampton and 
Wellman, 2001).  
 
Having the Internet gave individuals an alternative way to communicate with distant family and 
friends when traditional (i.e., telephone and face-to-face) methods were unavailable. When 
individuals communicate with family/friends, social groups, etc. they feel closer and more 
connected. This connection impacts their outlook on life positively, increases their self-esteem, 
and increases their mental health (McKenna and Bargh, 2000). Villacorta (2005) in a research 
relating Internet usage to sexual behavior titled “Internet Use, Cybersex And Risk: A Qualitative 
Study Among Male Teenagers From Low-Income Areas In Lima, Peru,” reached a conclusion 
that:  
(1)  Internet is a powerful technological tool to expand entertainment practices, including 
Cybersex 
(2) Internet use also allows users to seek, find and practice new ways of sexual interaction 
(3) Sexual Health Programs should use the Internet to inform young people 
(4) It is important to work with internet cafes owners  
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(5) More studies should be conducted to further understand such practices and promote public 
policies regarding Internet use for sexual purposes among teenagers and young people that 
respect their sexual rights and autonomy. 
 
Adebayo, Udegbe & Sunmola (2006), in a similar study to Villacorta’s entitled “Gender, Internet 
Use, And Sexual Behavior Orientation Among Young Nigerians” discovered that, consistent 
with the hypothesized patterns of relationship, male respondents reported a greater extent of 
sexual behavior than female respondents.  In the study, those who were relatively younger and 
single also reported a lesser extent of sexual behavior than their older, married, and separated or 
divorced counterparts. Finally, there was a corresponding relationship between Internet use and 
sexual behavior; increased Internet exposure was associated with the reported extent of sexual 
behavior. 
 
Referring to Beebe, T.J., Ascha, S.E., Harrison, P.A., et al however, Adebayo et al (2006) agreed 
that there are potential benefits associated with the use of the Internet for educational, shopping, 
and banking transactions, medical intervention; and communication in the form of e-mail, instant 
messaging, and chatting. They further posited however that, while the Internet provides a wealth 
of positive information, there has been increased awareness of its potential dangers, especially to 
young people. According to them, the Internet is increasingly becoming a monster in the context 
of sex. Young adults have unlimited access to information on sex through porn spam on their e-
mail or by inadvertently clicking on a link to a porn site. 
 
Regarding Internet access, Ollivier et al (2004) carried out a study with the title “Internet Access 
and Use among High School Students in Barbados”, and their preliminary results suggested that 
the intensity, autonomy, and diversity of Internet uses are directly related to other dimensions of 
inequality, especially to school prestige. They reported that students in the high prestige school 
are more likely to have a computer and Internet access at home; they are more likely to have 
their own e-mail account; they spend more time online; they are more likely to use e-mail to 
communicate with family and friends; and they are more likely to prefer using both books and 
the Internet in their schoolwork. 
 
While this work is not going to be considering the anomaly that may exist regarding Internet 
access among the students in public secondary school in Lagos state and those in private ones 
(since it is not a comparison of usage), it is however in the researcher’s view that the result of the 
study carried out by Ollivier and her colleagues will still be valid in this context (subject to more 
studies). 
 
Awoleye, Siyanbola  and Oladipo (2008) in their work published in the Journal of Technology 
Management and Innovation about the level of penetration of Internet usage among 
undergraduate students in Nigeria using Obafemi Awolowo University, reported that  about 92% 
of undergraduate students have embraced the Internet and are using it consistently. They further 
said that online mean time is 3.5hrs/week while on the average, undergraduate experience of 
Internet usage is about 4years. Their work also confirm that the students use the Internet mostly 
for e-mail, information search and online chatting; and these were found to have significant 
impact on their academics and social life. Further analysis revealed that gender attitude is also an 
important issue; according to the work of the researchers male students appear to use the Internet 
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more than their female counterparts; just as science based students use it more than the non-
science based students.  
 
A study of overnight browsing among Internet users in Abraka, Nigeria carried out by Adomi 
(2004) revealed that a majority of the users (59%) were males, the age range of 21-25 ranked 
first (50%) as users of the service with students as the major users. It was also discovered that 
60.7% of the respondents use the overnight internet service to enable them to have enough time 
to explore the services and resources of the Net; computers/Internet response ranked first as a 
factor which determine the cybercafé used for the service, 68.8% of the users seek information to 
supplement their course work during the overnight service but sleep is a constraint faced by most 
of the clients followed by inability to open some sites/web pages. 
 
In a similar work by Longe and Chiemeke, (2008) which has the title “Cyber Crime and 
Criminality in Nigeria – What Roles are Internet Access Points Playing?”, their statistical 
analysis of data using the Smith Statistical Package (SSP) showed that spamming activities 
remain prevalent among Nigerian Internet users. Their findings also revealed that Cyber cafés, 
more than any other Internet access points, have facilitated most cybercrimes. In a separate work, 
which presents a study that examines what Nigerian youths use Internet for and which of the 
Internet use has adverse effect on the youth’s social life, conducted by Idowu, Idowu and 
Adagunodo (2005), the result shows that majority of youths use Internet for e-mail, making use 
of Yahoo followed by Hotmail, and the study also reveals that over 50% of youths interviewed 
visit pornographic sites. 
 
Theoretical Framework 
Uses and gratification theory 
‘What do the media do to the individual?’ – ‘What does the individual do with the media?’ 
According to widespread adage, the two questions give us in a nutshell the difference between 
two broad research traditions which for a long time dominated research on the media/individual 
nexus. (McQuail et al, 2005: 55). Uses and gratifications approach is an influential tradition in 
media research. The original conception of the approach was based on the research for 
explaining the great appeal of certain media contents. The core question of such research is: Why 
do people use media and what do they use them for? (McQuail, 1983). 
 
Uses and gratifications contend that people use mass media because it satisfies psychological and 
social needs for information. This seems rather self-evident, but the theory, which gained 
momentum in the 1960s and 1970s, shifted attention away from the question of “what do media 
do to the people?” to the question of “what do people do with media?” (Demers, 2006: 511). 
People are active in selecting and consuming mass media. They use media to satisfy (or gratify) 
their needs for information and entertainment (ibid). Uses and gratifications approach also 
postulates that the media compete with other information sources for audience’s need satisfaction 
(Katz et al., 1974). As traditional mass media and new media continue to provide people with a 
wide range of media platforms and content, it is considered one of the most appropriate 
perspectives for investigating why audiences choose to be exposed to different media channels 
(LaRose et al., 2001). 
 
The approach emphasizes audiences’ choice by assessing their reasons for using a certain media 
to the disregard of others, as well as the various gratifications obtained from the media, based on 
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individual social and psychological requirements (Severin & Tankard, 1997). As a broader 
perspective among communication researchers, it provides a framework for understanding the 
processes by which media participants seek information or content selectively, commensurate 
with their needs and interests (Katz et al., 1974). Lowery & DeFleur, (1983) then sustain the 
claim by Katz et al (1974) by agreeing that audience members then incorporate the content to 
fulfill their needs or to satisfy their interests. 
 
The theory is therefore appropriate in explaining the use of Internet as a media, in that, 
considering the diverse nature of the Internet, which comprises the electronic mail, instant 
message machines, online shopping, television on personal computer sometimes referred to as 
webcasting, the World Wide Web, the users will only make a choice of which to use depending 
on the gratification that is envisaged. From the various empirical studies, Internet usage among 
different age groups has been linked with the gratifications required by the users. Some of these 
gratifications include connecting with friends and families in distant land in case of people who 
have relatives living far away from them, communicating with people of common Interest and 
finding solutions to school work among others. Electronic mails, instant message and search 
machines are common Internet tools used in this regard.  
 
A recent and most common of such platforms on the Internet where people can converge with 
long distance friends and share their day to day activities is the recently introduced Facebook. 
Facebook is a social platform on the Internet that gives people the opportunity to communicate 
their day to day activities with friends and family. It allows a day to day recording of the things 
an individual did during the day and allow the posting of notes, pictures and video by 
individuals. Using the Uses and gratification approach, it can be said that several people now 
chose to use Facebook because of the gratifications desired (being able to communicate with 
friends and family with pictures and data in different other formats including videos). The 
number of people on the social platform is increasing by the day (more research is required in 
this area) and this largely may be due to the opportunity the platform offers the users to be able 
to communicate with friends in a serene and comfortable environment (subject to further 
studies). 
 
The above assertion correlates with the one made by Linsen and Kenneth (2008) in their paper 
titled, “Examining use of the Internet and traditional media in Chinese college students”. They 
posit that people select media and media contents according to how well they can meet their 
specific needs and goals because each medium serves audience in different manners and within 
different context. Newhagen and Rafaeli, in Linsen and Kenneth (2008) was said to have 
suggested that the uses and gratifications theory may be typically useful in analyzing Internet 
use. The uses and gratifications theory provides a suitable tool to discover what goes on in the 
cyberspace. It offers relevant perspectives to explain the psychological and behavioral 
dimensions of mediated communication (Ruggiero, in Linsen & Kenneth, 2008). 
 
Ruggiero cited in Linsen & Kenneth (2008) also pointed out that uses and gratifications has 
always provided a powerful theoretical approach in the introduction of each medium: newspaper, 
radio and television, and the Internet. The author suggested expansion of the theoretical model to 
the analysis of Internet use, such as interactivity, demassification (individual control over 
media), hypertextuality (the core of Internet documents, created by the simple hypertext markup 
language (HTML)), and asynchroneity (stagger of messages in time). According to Linsen & 
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Kenneth (2008), one of the first attempts to look at the Internet from the uses and gratifications 
perspective was provided by Rafaeli (1986) that sought to establish the needs satisfied by 
electronic bulletin boards. The Internet offers a great range of functions including interactivity, 
irrelevance of time and space, low set-up cost, targeting precision, global coverage, and ease of 
entry (Berthon, Pitt, & Watson, in Linsen & Kenneth, 2008). 
 
Among them, interactivity is the most unique characteristic (Morris & Ogan; Rafaeli & 
Sudweeks, in Linsen & Kenneth, 2008). Interactivity changes the relationship between 
communicators and recipients, offering equality to the process of online communication. Thus, it 
is a two-way communication, compared to the one-way communication typically evident in 
traditional media practice (Linsen & Kenneth, 2008). According to the uses and gratifications 
theory, people use different media for different purposes. One can only expect substitution effect 
of one medium over another when they offer audience similar gratifications. The Internet is 
primarily viewed as a diversionary medium, so it is not the substitute of traditional media such as 
newspaper and television (Althaus & Tewksbury, 2000). 
 
 
Knowledge Gap Theory 
The knowledge gap theory was first proposed by Tichenor, Donohue and Olien at the University 
of Minnesota in the 70s. They believe that the increase of information in society is not evenly 
acquired by every member of society: people with higher socioeconomic status tend to have 
better ability to acquire information (Weng, 2000). 
 
According to Tichenor et al, affluent or highly educated people gain knowledge faster than less 
affluent or highly educated people do because they: 1) Have better communication skills(e.g., 
can read more quickly). 2) Have more “stored knowledge” that enables them to understand new 
information more quickly. 3) Have more contact with other people who are highly 
knowledgeable and 4) Have more interest in consuming public affairs knowledge. The 
researchers also point out that 5) Mass media organizations target more highly educated and 
affluent people because they have more disposable income, which is attractive to advertisers 
(Demers, 2006: 559).      
 
In this study, it is in the researcher’s view that knowledge gap can also occur between the 
“classified rich” and the average people. Using this theory to explain access to the Internet 
therefore, it can be said that while access to Internet among the rich may not be a thing of 
problem, the average person in a country like Nigeria may have some challenges with regard to 
Internet access. Considering Public and Private secondary schools in Lagos state for example, it 
is more likely (subject to more studies) that a number of the privately owned secondary schools 
have Internet connection within the school premises while some others may even have it in each 
of their class rooms. Majority of the public schools however do not have these resources and this 
sort of create knowledge gap between the products of these private schools and their public 
counterparts. 
 
Also, the parents who do not have the money to send their children to private schools are not 
likely to have money for Internet connection at home, thus the students if need be that they use 
the Internet must look for an alternative which could be a cyber café. 
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Parents who send their children to private schools are however more likely to be able to afford 
Internet connection at home unlike those who don’t, therefore creating a gap in information 
accessing rate of these children. According to Demers (2006: 559), the knowledge gap 
hypothesis can be applied to individuals, groups or to nations. He went further to state that from 
a worldwide perspective, the argument is that the “information rich” countries (e.g., France, 
Great Britain, Japan, United States) are gaining more power and influence over the “information 
poor” countries (e.g., African and Latin American countries). 
 
From the literature review, Internet usage assume different forms among youths and students in 
general. However, it should be noted that the use to which everyone put the Internet is a function 
of the required gratifications. Nevertheless, similar traces are observed when it comes to Internet 
usage among youths. An example of such is the study that was conducted by Adebayo et al 
(2006) in Nigeria which bears resemblance with that conducted by Villacorta (2005) far away in 
Lima Peru.  
 
Research Methodology 
 
Population of the Study 
According to Baxter and Babbie (2004:139), a population is the theoretically specified 
aggregation of study elements. The authors however defined study population as the aggregation 
of elements from which the sample is selected. The duo further said that as a practical matter, 
one is seldom able to guarantee that every element meeting the theoretical definitions laid down 
has a chance of being selected in the sample. The population upon which this work is based 
therefore is the Senior Secondary School Students in public Schools in Lagos State.  
Sample Size 
As mentioned earlier, the scope of this work covers the entire Senior Secondary School Students 
in public Schools in Lagos State. However, considering the resources required in carrying out 
this research in the 20 federal-government approved local government areas in the state, the 
survey for the research was therefore restricted to three selected local government areas within 
the state. The local governments selected include; Ikosi local government, Ikeja local 
government and Yaba local government. Data was collected from just a school in each local 
government area. The Schools include Ikosi Senior High School in Ikosi local government, 
Oregun Senior High School in Ikeja local government and Eletu Odibo Senior Secondary School 
in Yaba local government. 
Sampling Technique 
To get which of the local government areas the sample was to be taken from, a random sampling 
method was used and the resulting local government areas were Ikosi local Government, Ikeja 
Local government and Yaba local government areas. These three Local governments were 
arrived at by writing each of the names of the 20 local government areas on paper and selecting 
the three randomly.  The selection of the 3 out of 20 was without replacement so that one local 
government does not have a chance of being selected twice. The process of selecting the first 
was 1 out of 20, the second was 1 out of 19 and the third 1 out of 18. 
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Having selected the three local governments randomly, the process of selecting the three Schools 
from each of the local government was however based on convenience and accessibility. The 
reason was because at the time data was being collected for the research, most of the Schools 
were writing their third term exams and have little time to spare for Students to fill in 
questionnaires.  
Instrument for data collection 
Questionnaire was the research instrument used to carry out this work on the chosen Schools. 
Eighteen set of structured questions were compiled in a questionnaire, which was administered to 
150 students in 3 different schools from each of the chosen local governments in the State. The 
total number of copies of questionnaires distributed per school was 50. The 50 copies of 
questionnaires for each school were distributed between the science, commercial and arts 
Students from Senior Secondary School one through two which ensures that academic indicators 
are covered. The Senior Secondary School three were not involved in this work because as at the 
point of distributing the questionnaires, they had completed their final exams and were no longer 
in School. The three Schools used are mixed Schools having boys and girls and this also 
guarantee coverage of all relevant demographic. Out of the total 150 copies of questionnaires 
distributed, the number filled and retrieved were 149 which is about 99.3% response rate.  
Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 
The instrument adopted in this work; which is the questionnaire was face validated, 
corresponding majorly with the research questions. To determine the validity of the content of 
the instrument, it was presented alongside with the research questions to the research supervisor. 
Based on her assessment and recommendations, the researcher made modifications to enhance 
the validity of the instrument. Reliability was ensured by presenting the instrument to 
respondents who did not participate in the research through test and re-test method.  
Procedure for Data Analysis 
Having collected the data, it was then analyzed based on the information provided by the 
respondents. To analyze the data, simple mathematic approach was used by tallying the 
responses per question to determine the dominant views and those with lesser responses were 
also noted as well. It was this result that was employed in interpreting the action of the student 
regarding internet usage. The result of this was then displayed in tables with corresponding pie 
charts to give a visual description of the outcome of the research. After displaying the result in 
tables and charts therefore, the researcher then proceeded to discuss the findings of the research 
as it relates to what other authors who have done similar works have been able to observe.   
 
Data Analysis and Interpretation 
 
Introduction 
In this chapter, the analysis of the responses by the respondents is given a thorough 
interpretation. 
It should be noted again that this work is meant to find answers to the following: 
1. The level of awareness of Internet as an educational tool among Senior Secondary School 
Students in public Schools in Lagos State. 
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2. Rate of Internet usage among Senior Secondary School Students in public Schools in 
Lagos State. 
3. The purpose for which the Internet is used among Senior Secondary School Students in 
public Schools in Lagos State. 
4. How readily affordable is the Internet to Senior Secondary School Students in public 
Schools in Lagos State. 
The analysis of the responses got therefore, will be based on the above stated research questions. 
It is expedient to state that a total number of 150 copies of questionnaires were distributed and 
monitored for proper completion and submission. However, the researcher could retrieve a total 
of 149 completed copies of the questionnaires. The following analysis is therefore based on these 
completed and returned copies (149). 
Table 1 (a) Age group 
Age Group Number of Response Percentage (%) 
12 – 15 51 34 
16 – 19 97 65 
20 – above 1 1 
Total 149 100 
 
From table 1(a) above, among the total of 149 respondents, 51 of them which is equivalent to 
34% of the total population of the study are between the ages of 12 and 15. Also, 97 of the 
respondents which are equivalent to 65% of the total population are between the ages of 16 and 
19. Only 1% of the population is between the ages of 20 and above. Applying simple 
mathematical principle makes the average age of the respondents 16years. 
 
Figure 1(a) 
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Table 1(b) Gender 
Gender Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Male  68 46 
Female 81 54 
Total 149 100 
 
Table 1(b) shows that out of the total respondents, 68 of them which are 40% of total are male 
while 81 of them equivalent to 54% of the total are females. 
 
Figure 1(b) 
Table 1(c) Class  
Class Number of Response Percentage (%) 
SS 1 65 44 
SS2 84 56 
SS3 Nil Nil 
Total 149 100 
 
As at the time of collecting data for this work, the Senior Secondary School three (SS3) students 
were already through with their final exams. The responses analyzed therefore are based on those 
of students in Senior Secondary School one (SS1), Senior Secondary School two (SS2). 
From table 1(c) above, 65 of the respondents which equal 44% of the total respondents are in 
SS1 while the remaining 84 which is equivalent to 56% are students in SS2. 
 
Figure 1(c) 
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Table 1(d) Specialization 
Specialization Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Science 56 38 
Commercial 87 58 
Art 6 4 
Total 149 100 
 
In terms of specialization, 56 respondents of the total 149 equivalent to 38% are Science 
oriented, 87 which is about 58% are Commercial while 6 of them equivalent to 4% are Art 
oriented. 
 
Figure 1(d) 
The remaining questions were analyzed based on the research questions as follow; 
Research question one: 
How well do Secondary School Students in public Schools in Lagos State understand the Internet 
as an educational tool? 
Table 2(a): Distribution of respondents based on their awareness of computers. 
Question: Have you seen a computer before? 
Options  Number of Response  Percentage (%) 
Yes 147 99 
No 2 1 
Total 149 100 
  
From the table above, 99% of the respondents have seen Computer before while only 1% 
responded in the negative. 
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Figure 2(a) 
Table 2(b): This table is based on the distribution of respondent with regard to their ability to 
operate a computer. 
Question: Can you operate a Computer? 
Options  Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Yes 91 61 
No 58 39 
Total 149 100 
 
This distribution shows that out of the total of 147 respondents who said they have seen 
Computer before in table 2(a), 91 of them equivalent to 61% of the total population (149) can 
actually operate it.  58 (39% of the total)  of the respondents which consist of the remaining 56 
who said they have seen the Computer before and the 2 who said they have not seen the device 
before indicated that they cannot use the Computer. This result is significant in that the 39% that 
cannot use the Computer will have no basis to even talk about the Internet. If 39% of Students in 
Public Senior Secondary Schools in Lagos are unable to operate a computer in their last three 
years of Secondary education, then something urgent must be done. This is because, lately, 
activities like registration of various exams like WAEC, NECO and JAMB are now carried out 
on the Internet.  
 
Figure 2(b) 
Table 2(c): This table is based on the distribution of the respondents based on their awareness of 
the Internet. 
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Question: Have you heard about the Internet? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Yes 140 94 
No 9 6 
Total 149 100 
 
It is evident from the table 2(c) above that out of 147 who are aware of the Computer, 140 of 
them are also aware of the Internet. From the table, therefore, 94% of the respondents are aware 
of the Internet while just 6% of them are not aware of it. 
 
Figure 2(c) 
 
Table 2(d): This table is based on the distribution of the respondents based on the ability to use 
the Internet. 
Question: Have you used the Internet before? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Yes 83 56 
No 66 44 
Total 149 100 
 
From table 2(d) 56% of the respondents responded they have used the Internet before while 44% 
confirm they have not. 
The Chart below is a graphical description of the above result. 
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Figure 2(d) 
 
Research Question 2: 
How often do Secondary School students in public Schools in Lagos State make use of the 
Internet? 
Table 3(a): The table is the distribution of the respondents based on their frequency of Internet 
usage. 
Question: How often do you use the Internet?  
Options Number of Response  Percentage (%) 
Once a week 40 49 
Twice a week 12 15 
Three times a week 6 7 
More than three times a week 11 13 
Once a month  7 8 
Once in about three months 7 8 
Total 83 100 
 
From the above table, 49% of the 83 respondents who confirmed they use the Internet use it once 
a week, 15% use it twice a week, 7% use it three times a week. Also, 13% make use of the 
technology for more than three times a week, 8% use it once a month while another 8% said they 
use it once in about three months. The pie Chart below shows this result in a more graphical 
format 
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Figure 3 (a) 
Table 3(b): This table is based on the hours spent per browsing by the respondents. 
Question: How many hours do you spend per browsing? 
Options  Number of Response Percentage (%) 
30minutes 25 32 
1hour 39 49 
2hours 10 13 
3hours and above 5 6 
Total 79 100 
 
The total respondents for this question were 79 out of the 83 who affirmed that they make use of 
the Internet. 32% of them browse the net for 30minutes per browsing, 49% spend an hour, 13% 
recorded 2hours while only 6% spend 3hours and above at a single browsing session. 
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Figure 3 (b) 
Table 3(c): This table is to determine the number of respondents who browse overnight. 
Question: Do you browse overnight? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Yes 15 19 
No 63 81 
Total 78 100 
 
A total of 78 of the respondents answered to this question out of which 19% of them said they 
browse the Internet overnight while 81% said they do not. 
 
Figure 3 (c) 
Table 3(d): This table shows where the respondents who browse overnight do it. 
Question: If you do browse overnight, where? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
At home 12 80 
Cybercafé 3 20 
At a friend’s place Nil Nil 
Total  15 100 
 
From table 3(d) above, 80% of the respondents who browse overnight do it at home while 20% 
said they do it at the cybercafé. 
24 
 
 
Figure 3 (d) 
Table 3(e): This table shows the number of times in a month those who said they browse 
overnight do it. 
Question: How many times in a month do you browse overnight? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
One 3 20 
Two 7 47 
Three and above 5 33 
Total 15 100 
 
Among the 15 respondents who affirm they browse overnight, 20% said they do it once a month, 
47% two times a month while 33% indicated they do it for three times and above in a month. 
 
Figure 3 (e) 
Research Question 3: 
For what purpose do secondary school students in public schools in Lagos State make use of the 
Internet? 
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The following tables will provide answers to this third research questions. 
Table 4(a): This table provides answer to what the respondents do on the Internet. 
Question: What do you do on the Internet? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Chat with friends 31 29 
Visit any website 21 20 
Find solution to School works 31 29 
View pornography Nil Nil 
Read news about events in 
other parts of the world 
11 10 
Check my e-mail box 11 10 
Others 1 1 
Total 106 100 
 
It should be noted that eight (8) of the total number who uses the Internet (83) actually chose 
more than 1 options in the above question. From the table, 29% chat with friends, 20% said they 
visit any website, another 29% said they use the Internet in search of solution to school works. 
Another 10% said they make use of the Internet for reading news about events in other parts of 
the world and 10% of the respondents said they use it to check their e-mail box. 1% of the total 
respondents however use the Internet for other activities. 
Considering major reports by a number of researchers on the sexual activities carried out on the 
Internet by young people, it is however surprising that none of the respondents agree to using the 
Internet for pornographic viewing. 
 
Figure 4 (a) 
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Table 4(b): This table shows the number of websites respondents visited per browsing. 
Question: Averagely, how many websites do you visit per browsing? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
1-5 56 74 
6-10 11 14 
10 and above 9 12 
Total 76 100 
 
Out of the total 83 who uses the Internet, only 76 of them specify the number of websites they 
visit per browsing. The remaining seven (7) do not specify. From the above table therefore, 74% 
of the respondents said they visit between one and five websites per browsing, 14% visit between 
six and ten while the remaining 12% visit between ten websites and above. 
 
Figure 4 (b) 
Table 4(c): This Table shows the change respondents have noticed in their lives as a result of 
using the Internet. 
Question: What change have you noticed in your life since you have been using the Internet? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
It has enhanced my 
performance in school 
36 44 
Much of my time is spent in 
visiting irrelevant sites 
2 2 
Because of some sites I visit 
often, I am easily arouse 
sexually 
3 4 
I have discovered some 
academic sites that can 
enhance my studies 
41 50 
Total 82 100 
 
From the table above, 44% of the respondents indicated that using the Internet has enhanced their 
performance in School, 2% said much of their time on the Internet is spent visiting irrelevant 
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sites. Also, 50% said they have discovered some academic sites that can enhance their studies 
while 4% said they are usually arouse sexually because of some sites they often visited. This is 
however surprising as there are no respondents who said they view pornography online.  
 
Figure 4 (c) 
Research Question 4: 
How affordable is the Internet service to the Senior Secondary School Students in Public Schools 
in Lagos state?  
Table (5): This table indicates financial constraint encounter by respondents with regard to 
Internet access. 
Question: Have there been times you needed to use the Internet for School work and you don’t 
have money to go to the café? 
Options Number of Response Percentage (%) 
Yes 56 61 
No 36 39 
Total 92 100 
 
61% of the respondents agreed that money is a barrier to using the Internet and 39% of them said 
money is no barrier. 
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Figure 5 
However, it is worth noting that all the three Schools where the data were collected do not have 
Internet connection. 
Discussion of Findings 
This work evaluates Internet usage among Senior Secondary School Students in public Schools 
in Lagos State. From the result, Computer awareness was very high at 99%. However, of the 
99% who claimed they are aware of the Computer, only 61% can operate it. Furthermore, 
Internet awareness is at 94% out of which only 56% can indeed use it. The remaining 44% have 
not used the Internet before. This result is in contrast with what is obtainable in the developed 
part of the world. The average age of these students is put at 16 years. At 16, most students in 
developed world are already versatile with the Computer as well as the Internet. This assertion 
was corroborated by the findings of Miller (2001), who confirmed that almost 100% of the US 
College Class of 2001 was connected to the Internet.  
One main theory used in the course of this work that will be relevant in explaining this finding is 
the Knowledge Gap theory. It is more likely for example that Children of the rich who are able to 
attend private primary schools right from their primary education level would have started using 
the computer even before they enroll in Secondary Schools. Specifically, in this technological 
age, it will be difficult to compare College Students in Nigeria with their counterparts in the 
developed economy such as the US in terms of access to enabled technologies such as the 
Internet. This shows that, as far as knowledge acquisition is concerned, Children in the 
developed World are more at an advantage to their mates in a Country like Nigeria – hence the 
Knowledge gap. 
Another work that shed more light on the notion that access to the Internet favors majorly those 
who have the means was the research conducted by Michille Ollivier and Ann Denis (2004). 
They carried out a study with the title “Internet Access and Use among High School Students in 
Barbados”, and their preliminary results suggested that the intensity, autonomy, and diversity of 
Internet uses are directly related to other dimensions of inequality, especially to school prestige. 
They reported that Students in the high prestige Schools are more likely to have a computer and 
Internet access at home; they are more likely to have their own e-mail account; they spend more 
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time online; they are more likely to use e-mail to communicate with family and friends; and they 
are more likely to prefer using both books and the Internet in their schoolwork. 
From the findings of this work also, the respondents used the Internet majorly for activities such 
as chatting, e-mail and browsing other websites. This reflect the work of Morgan and Cotton 
(2003) who reported in their study that e-mail, Chat room and instant messaging was the chief 
function students perform online. In line with Uses and gratification theory, it can be said that 
College Students derive more gratification by using the Internet for chatting, e-mailing and then 
visiting various websites. Unlike the gratification that may be sought by adults that could include 
e-commerce, online banking, dating and similar others, the above functions seem to be the 
primary gratification these Students sought from the Internet as a medium of communication. 
 
These findings show as well that out of the respondents who claimed they use the Internet, 44% 
agreed that it has enhanced their performance in School while the response of 50% of them was 
that the Internet has enabled them discovered some academic sites that can enhance their studies. 
On access to Internet, 61% of respondents claimed that money is the major obstacle to accessing 
the Internet as all the three Schools in which the work was carried out are not having Internet 
facility. 
 
The overall findings however show that Internet access and usage is very low among Senior 
Secondary School Students in Public Schools in Lagos State and this can be said to be largely 
because the facilities are not made available to the Students. It is a matter of fact that a few of 
these students will probably finish Secondary School without having the ability to at least move 
a mouse. This is because; a good number of them cannot even operate a computer let alone 
knowing much about the device as to now use it to browse the Internet. 
 
Conclusion 
The major conclusion of this work is that Internet access among Students in public Schools in 
Lagos State is still low compare to their counterparts in other parts of the World. Apart from 
being able to access the Internet, it is disheartening to note that some of the respondents cannot 
even operate a computer despite the number of years spent in Secondary School. 
If at the last three years of Secondary education in this time and age, the students are not able to 
operate a computer, how would they be able to do some basic things like registering an exam like 
the West African Examination Council on the Internet? It is evident from this work that majority 
of these students need to be put through on the benefit of using the Internet to supplement what 
they learn in their school works. 
Recommendation 
With the above results, my recommendations will go first to the Lagos State government, Public 
School Administrators, Parents and finally Students themselves. 
Lagos State Government 
The responsibility of providing basic equipment in the educational system is on the government 
for the Schools under consideration (public schools). It is obvious that the Lagos State 
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government has been taking steps in terms of Infrastructural development right from the 
inception of the current administration. 
However, for the students in these schools to be able to measure up to the standard required in 
the fast-changing technological world, basic equipment like computers must be provided in our 
public schools. The government should consider having computer laboratories just as we have 
Chemistry, Physics and Biology laboratories in all these schools. Though, not all these other labs 
are well equipped as well. 
The world is fast emerging and we must be seen to be able to meet up with the innovation in 
order to build the Nigeria of the future we all envisaged. It is not out of place for the public 
Schools in the state to have Internet connection. 
Public School Administrators  
A popular saying goes ‘out of sight is out of mind’. It is high time public school administrators 
began getting updates from how schools in the developed world are functioning and then begin 
to suggest or recommend steps the government can take in meeting the technological challenge. 
And peradventure the government makes the required equipment available, school administrators 
are to ensure that the students are put through on the effective way they can be used.  
Parents 
It is suggested that for parents who can afford to have Internet connection at home, it will be a 
good way to enhance the learning of their children. Parents are however advised to try as much 
as it is within their power to monitor what their children are exposed to on the Internet. It is 
evident that as much as there are bad materials on the Internet, there are also good ones. 
Students 
On the part of the students, to those who already have been using the Internet, it is expedient that 
you only go online when you have a need to have things done. This will help overcome the urge 
to just spend time on the Internet unnecessarily in order to avoid visiting sites that are not 
beneficial. 
To those who have never used the Internet, there is need to begin to make out plans on how you 
can learn how to use the Internet. This is for the class under study; it is expedient senior 
secondary students are familiar with intricacies of the technology as the skill will be required for 
exams such as WAEC, JAMB and registration at the higher institutions. 
Suggestions for Further Study 
For further research, the scope of this work should be made to include the comparison of Internet 
usage among students in public Schools and those in private Schools. The work should find out 
at what age and class the students in private schools have started using Computer and the 
Internet.  
The work can also consider the plans of the education authority in Lagos state or in any other 
state of the federation the researcher might decide to choose regarding integrating Computer and 
Internet technology into the public education structure.      
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